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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is in response to Preliminary Amendment filed on 5/12/2008. 

2. Claims 1-12 have been cancelled; and claims 13-36 have been added. Currently, claims 
13-36 are pending. 

Priority 

3. Receipt is aci<nowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The Information Disclosiire Statement (IDS) filed by Applicant on 1/8/2007 has been 
received and considered. A copy of the reviewed IDS is enclosed with this Office letter. 

Specification 



5. 



Amendment to specification filed on 5/12/2008 has been received and entered. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

6. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

7. Claims 13-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. 

Regarding claims 13-20 and 29-32, these claims are directed to "system" claims. 
However, all of the elements claimed could be reasonably interpreted in light of the disclosure by 
an ordinary artisan as being software alone, and thus is directed to software per se, which is non- 
statutory. 

In order for such a software claim to be statutory, it must be claimed in combination with 
an appropriate medium and/or hardware to establish a statutory category of invention and enable 
any fiinctionality to be realized. 

Regarding claims 21-28, these claims are for a method/process. To satisfy the 101 
requirements in view of In re Bilski, a process must (1) be tied to another statutory class (such as 

a particular apparatus) or (2) transform underlying subject matter (such as an article or materials) 
to a different state or thing. Since either of the requirements is met by the recited claim, claims 
21-28 are rejected as being directed to non-statutory subject matter. 



Application/Control Number: 10/593,610 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2164 

Regarding claims 33-36, these claims are not directed to any of the statutory categories of 
invention, e.g., method/process, article of manufacture, apparatus/system/machine, or 
composition of matter. As such, they fail to fall within a statutory category. They are just non- 
functional descriptive material per se, which is non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubUc use or on 
sale m this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

9. Claims 13-36 (PCT filing date 12/17/2004) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Bergman et al. (US Patent No 6,564,263, Patent date 5/13/2003). 

As to claim 13, Bergman et al. teaches: 

"A package providing apparatus for providing a package wherein the package is 
composed of contents including a component or item" (see Bergman et al. . [column 5, lines 44- 
63] wherein a content server can be interpreted as a package providing apparatus), the apparatus 
comprising: 

"a package metadata generating unit for generating package metadata including relation 
metadata describing temporal relation and spatial relation between the contents" (see Bergman et 
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al. . [column 6, lines 57-65] and [column 15, lines 5-20] wherein the Inter Object Description 
Scheme describing both spatial and temporal relationships among multimedia objects is 
interpreted as package metadata and the multimedia content description framework 
generating/providing the Inter Object Description Scheme is interpreted as a package metadata 
generating unit; also see [column 7, lines 1-45] for InfoPyramid for Intra-object specification 
(package metadata)); and 

"a providing unit for providing the package metadata" (see Bergman et al . [column 18, 
lines 25-40] for providing XML description over HTTP including both inter-object descriptions 
and InfoPyramid descriptions). 

As to claim 14, this claim is rejected based on the same reasons as given above for 
rejected claim 13 and is similarly rejected including the following: 

Bergman et al. teaches: 

"wherein the temporal relation includes absolute temporal information or relative 
temporal information" (see Bergman et al. . [column 15, lines 30-42] and [column 16, lines 20- 
60]). 

As to claim 15, this claim is rejected based on the same reasons as given above for 
rejected claim 13 and is similarly rejected including the following: 
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Bergman et al. teaches: 

"wherein the spatial relation includes relative distance information" (see Bergman et al , 
[column 16, lines 60-67] and [colunm 17, lines 1-20] wherein spatial properties can be specified 
using relationship and acceptable ranges (relative distance information)). 

As to claim 16, this claim is rejected based on the same reasons as given above for 
rejected claim 15 and is similarly rejected including the following: 

Bergman et al. teaches: 

"wherein the spatial relation includes relative size information according to a user 
interface" (see Bergman et al. . [column 17, lines 1-40 and 49-54] for instance. Object B is within 
Object D (i.e., relative size information)). 

As to claim 17, Bergman et al. teaches: 

"A package consuming apparatus for consuming a package wherein the package is 
composed of contents including a component or item" (see Bergman et al. . [column 5, lines 44- 
63] wherein a client devices receiving contents from the content server can be interpreted as a 
package consuming apparatus), the apparatus comprising: 

"a package metadata obtaining unit for obtaining package metadata including relation 
metadata describing temporal relation and spatial relation between the contents" (see Bergman et 
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al. . [column 5, lines 55-62] and [column 19, lines 20-25] for transmitting to client devices 
multimedia content as well as its metadata (i.e., description data using MMCDF framework)); 
and 

"an analyzing unit for analyzing the package metadata" (see Bergman et al. . [column 19, 
lines 15-18] for analyzing multimedia content according to description schemes; also see 
[column 20, lines 34-37] for synthesizing multimedia content according to description scheme 
including the intra- and inter-objection relationship (metadata)). 

As to claim 18, this claim is rejected based on the same reasons as given above for 
rejected claim 17 and is similarly rejected including the following: 

Bergman et al. teaches: 

"wherein the temporal relation includes absolute temporal information or relative 
temporal information" (see Bergman et al. . [column 15, lines 30-42] and [column 16, lines 20- 
60]). 

As to claim 19, this claim is rejected based on the same reasons as given above for 
rejected claim 17 and is similarly rejected including the following: 

Bergman et al. teaches: 
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"wherein the spatial relation includes relative distance information" (see Bergman et al. . 
[column 16, lines 60-67] and [column 17, lines 1-20] wherein spatial properties can be specified 
using relationship and acceptable ranges (relative distance information)). 

As to claim 20, this claim is rejected based on the same reasons as given above for 
rejected claim 19 and is similarly rejected including the following: 

Bergman et al. teaches: 

"wherein the spatial relation includes relative size information according to a user 
interface" (sec Bergman et al. , [column 17, lines 1-40 and 49-54] for instance, Object B is within 
Object D (i.e., relative size information)). 

As to claim 21, Bergman et al. teaches: 

"A package providing method for providing a package wherein the package is composed 
of contents including a component or item" (see Bergman et al.. [column 5, lines 44-63] wherein 
a content server provides contents to client devices), the method comprising: 

"generating package metadata including relation metadata describing temporal relation 
and spatial relation between the contents" (see Bergman et al. . [column 6, lines 57-65] and 

[column 15, lines 5-20] for providing/generating the inter Object Description Scheme wherein 
the Inter Object Description Scheme describing both spatial and temporal relationships among 
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multimedia objects is interpreted as package metadata; also see [column 7, lines 1-45] for 
InfoPyramid for Intra-object specification (package metadata)); and 

"providing the package metadata" (see Bergman et al.. [column 18, lines 25-40] for 
providing XML description over HTTP including both inter-object descriptions and InfoPyramid 
descriptions). 

As to claim 22, this claim is rejected based on the same reasons as given above for 
rejected claim 21 and is similarly rejected including the following: 

Bergman et al. teaches: 

"wherein the temporal relation includes absolute temporal information or relative 
temporal information" (see Bergman et al. . [column 15, lines 30-42] and [column 16, lines 20- 
60]). 

As to claim 23, this claim is rejected based on the same reasons as given above for 
rejected claim 21 and is similarly rejected including the following: 

Bergman et al. teaches: 

"wherein the spatial relation includes relative distance information" (see Bergman et al , 
[column 16, lines 60-67] and [column 17, lines 1-20] wherein spatial properties can be specified 
using relationship and acceptable ranges (relative distance information)). 
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As to claim 24, this claim is rejected based on the same reasons as given above for 
rejected claim 23 and is similarly rejected including the following: 

Bergman et al. teaches: 

"wherein the spatial relation includes relative size information according to a user 
interface" (see Bergman et al. . [column 17, lines 1-40 and 49-54] for instance, Object B is within 
Object D (i.e., relative size information)). 

As to claim 25, Bergman et al. teaches: 

"A package consuming method for consuming a package wherein the package is 
composed of contents including a component or item" (see Bergman et al. . [column 5, lines 44- 
63] for receiving/consuming contents from the content server by client devices), the method 
comprising: 

"obtaining package metadata including relation metadata describing temporal relation 
and spatial relation between the contents" (see Bergman et al. . [column 5, lines 55-62] and 
[column 19, lines 20-25] for transmitting to client devices multimedia content as well as its 
metadata (i.e., description data using MMCDF framework)); and 

"analyzing the package metadata" (see Bergman et al , [column 19, lines 15-18] for 
analyzing multimedia content according to description schemes; also see [column 20, lines 34- 
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37] for synthesizing multimedia content according to description scheme including the intra- and 
inter-objection relationship (metadata)). 

As to claim 26, this claim is rejected based on the same reasons as given above for 
rejected claim 25 and is similarly rejected including the following: 

Bergman et al. teaches: 

"wherein the temporal relation includes absolute temporal information or relative 
temporal information" (see Bergman et al. . [column 15, lines 30-42] and [column 16, lines 20- 
60]). 

As to claim 27, this claim is rejected based on the same reasons as given above for 
rejected claim 25 and is similarly rejected including the following: 

Bergman et al. teaches: 

"wherein the spatial relation includes relative distance information" (see Bergman et al. . 
[column 16, lines 60-67] and [column 17, lines 1-20] wherein spatial properties can be specified 
using relationship and acceptable ranges (relative distance information)). 

As to claim 28, this claim is rejected based on the same reasons as given above for 
rejected claim 27 and is similarly rejected including the following: 
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Bergman et al. teaches: 

"wherein the spatial relation includes relative size information according to a user interface" (see 
Bergman et al , [column 17, lines 1-40 and 49-54] for instance, Object B is within Object D (i.e., 
relative size information)). 

As to claim 29, Bergman et al. teaches: 

"A system for providing and consuming a package wherein the package is composed of 
contents including a component or item" (see Bergman et al. . [column 5, lines 44-63] wherein 
the content server provides contents to client devices) , the system comprising: 

"a package providing apparatus" (see Bergman et al.. [column 5, lines 44-63] wherein the 
content server is interpreted as a package providing apparatus) comprising 

"a package metadata generating unit for generating package metadata including relation 
metadata describing temporal relation and spatial relation between the contents" (see Bergman et 
al. . [column 6, lines 57-65] and [column 15, lines 5-20] wherein the Inter Object Description 
Scheme describing both spatial and temporal relationships among multimedia objects is 
interpreted as package metadata and the multimedia content description framework 
generating/providing the Inter Object Description Scheme is interpreted as a package metadata 
generating unit; also see [column 7, lines 1-45] for InfoPyramid for Intra-object specification 
(package metadata)) and 
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"a providing unit for providing the package metadata" (see Bergman et al. , [column 18, 
lines 25-40] for providing XML description over HTTP including both inter-object descriptions 
and InfoPyramid descriptions).); and 

"a package consuming apparatus" (see Bergman et al. . [column 5, lines 44-63] wherein 
the client device is interpreted as a package consuming apparatus) comprising 

"a package metadata obtaining unit for obtaining the package metadata" (see Bergman et 
al. , [column 5, lines 55-62] and [column 19, lines 20-25] for transmitting to client devices 
multimedia content as well as its metadata (i.e., description data using MMCDF framework)) and 

"an analyzing unit for analyzing the package metadata" (sec Bergman et al . [column 19, 
lines 15-18] for analyzing multimedia content according to description schemes; also see 
[column 20, lines 34-37] for synthesizing multimedia content according to description scheme 
including the intra- and inter-objection relationship (metadata)). 

As to claim 30, this claim is rejected based on the same reasons as given above for 
rejected claim 29 and is similarly rejected including the following: 

Bergman et al. teaches: 

"wherein the temporal relation includes absolute temporal information or relative 
temporal information" (see Bergman et al. . [column 15, lines 30-42] and [column 16, lines 20- 
60]). 
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As to claim 3 1 , this claim is rejected based on the same reasons as given above for 
rejected claim 29 and is similarly rejected including the following: 

Bergman et al. teaches: 

"wherein the spatial relation includes relative distance information" (see Bergman et al . 
[column 16, lines 60-67] and [column 17, lines 1-20] wherein spatial properties can be specified 
using relationship and acceptable ranges (relative distance information)). 

As to claim 32, this claim is rejected based on the same reasons as given above for 
rejected claim 31 and is similarly rejected including the following: 

Bergman et al. teaches: 

"wherein the spatial relation includes relative size information according to a user interface" (see 
Bergman et al , [column 17, lines 1-40 and 49-54] for instance. Object B is within Object D (i.e., 

relative size information)). 

As to claim 33, Bergman et al. teaches: 

"A relation metadata for describing relation between a plurality of contents including 
component or item, wherein the relation metadata describes temporal relation and spatial relation 
between the contents" (see Bergman et al.. [column 6, lines 56-65] for description scheme 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/593,61 0 Page 1 5 

Art Unit: 2164 

(relation metadata) to describe relationships among multimedia objects, including both spatial 
relationship and temporal relationship). 

As to claim 34, this claim is rejected based on the same reasons as given above for 
rejected claim 33 and is similarly rejected including the following: 

Bergman et al. teaches: 

"wherein the temporal relation includes absolute temporal information or relative 
temporal information" (see Bergman et al. . [column 15, lines 30-42] and [column 16, lines 20- 
60]). 

As to claim 35, this claim is rejected based on the same reasons as given above for 
rejected claim 33 and is similarly rejected including the following: 

Bergman et al. teaches: 

"wherein the spatial relation includes relative distance information" (see Bergman et al. . 
[column 16, lines 60-67] and [column 17, lines 1-20] wherein spatial properties can be specified 
using relationship and acceptable ranges (relative distance information)). 

As to claim 36, this claim is rejected based on the same reasons as given above for 
rejected claim 35 and is similarly rejected including the following: 
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Bergman et al. teaches: 

"wherein the spatial relation includes relative size information according to a user interface" (see 
Bergman et al , [column 17, lines 1-40 and 49-54] for instance, Object B is within Object D (i.e., 
relative size information)). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to Phuong-Thao Cao whose telephone number is (571)272-2735. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM (Mon - Fri). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571) 272-4085. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Hung T Vy/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2163 

Phuong-Thao Cao, Examiner 
Art Unit 2 164 
September 5, 2009 
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